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Cover Picrure: Tertiary doctor 
Ludovico Necchi wrought his 
greatest conversion simply by 
being what he was. Christopher 
Dawson has said that a Christian 
has only to be in order to change 
the world. St. Francis of Assisi sur- 
prised his friar-companion by say- 
ing that they had indeed preached 
by simply walking devoutly 
through the streets of Assisi with- 
out saying a word. And it was with 
this word-less example that Dr. 
Vico Necchi, Servant of God, 
turned the heart of a fiery young 
socialist medico who later become 
the celebrated Dr. Augustino Gem- 
elli O.F.M., President of the Pon- 
tifical Society of Sciences and 
founder and rector of the great 
Catholic University of the Sacred 
Heart in Milan. One of Necchi’s 
great concerns was helping “ex- 
ceptional children” (see cover) ; 
and he was a pioneer during World 
War I in working with what was 
then known as shell-shock. Died 
January 10, 1930. Franciscan Book 
of Saints, p. 18. 
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SANCTIFICATION OF SUNDAY 


A new slogan has been adopted for a campaign which has been going 
on for some years in the Third Order. Material is still available with 
the slogan, STOP, DON’T SHOP ON SUNDAY. But a broadening 
of aim was felt necessary. The new slogan: WORK WITH GOD SIX 
AYS—REST WITH GOD SUNDAYS is now available as a window 
sticker. This project is sponsored by the Federated Provinces and ap- 
proved by the Commissaries and the Executive Board at their meet- 
ing in September. There will be no charge to fraternities ordering 
the stickers bearing the slogan; however, should they wish to con- 
ribute something toward the expense of the project, the cost amounts 
o 50¢ per hundred. Organizations outside the Third Order of St. 
Francis will be asked to pay 75¢ per hundred. 


The Father Commissaries with the Executive Board chose May 
1960 as the month for unified action concerning Sunday Observance. 
The fraternity council in preparing for the May meeting should call 
the attention of this fact to their spiritual director and ask that the 
conference be prepared with the Sunday Observance program in 
mind. Tertiaries have done much to stem the tide of disregard for 
Sunday; the “no shopping on Sundays” program took in only one 
area of Sunday observance and across the nation the appropriate 
action was taken by many Catholic organizations, so much so that at 
the recent meeting of the U. S. Bishops special attention was called 
to a review of the legislation in process and passed regarding Sunday 
closing in many cities and states of the country. Order your Sunday 
observance stickers from: Sunday Observance, St. John the Baptist 
Tertiary Province, 1615 Vine Street, Cincinnati 10, Ohio. e 


AUDIO-VISUAL AIDS FOR T.O. ADULT EDUCATION 


Many Third Order fraternities are now sponsoring courses in adult 
education. A fine source for aids for these programs is our Tertiary 
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‘Sponsored AVE-Audio Visual Education, 15920 Grand River Avi 
nue, Detroit 27, Michigan, directed by Executive Board member Le 
Leddy. Many letters of appreciation from priests and sisters using t 
service have been received. Typical is a note from a Dearborn, Micl 
igan school: “Your filmstrips are an excellent supplement to t 
teaching of science. All of the parochial schools in the Archdioces 
of Detroit have been informed by mail about the library servic 
which is available to them through your center. At four o’clock o| 
October 28 their attention will again be called to this offer on t 
television broadcast over channel 56.” Or from a New York schoo 


“Your 752 set’ of charts have been received with great enthusiasy 
by the instructors in our classes of religion for the public school stu 
dents. We wish to congratulate you on offering such a fine set, an 
to recommend them as unusually good.” 


You can become a member of this lending library of film stri 
and other visual aids by a fee of $20.00 a year. You can also pu 
chase film strips, slides and films on a great variety of subjects. AV 


15924 Grand River Ave., Detroit 27, Michigan. " 
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Our Sales Points 


i i ,ETS GET BACK to...” is a phrase you often hear from politicians and 
rreachers. It is like “the word from our sponsor”; everything that follows 
ne phrase is taken with a grain of salt. 


_ The trouble is that it is very hard to reverse your field and “get back to 
n old idea” that has lost its significance. And if the Third Order is looking 
or a point of departure to promote its membership and meaning, and to 
ontinue the impetus of the movement which the last six popes have given 
o it, then it had better take a good look at its sales points and a better 
ook at how to revive the old ideas for which it stands. 


REVIVING AN IDEA 


Let’s begin with the latter. How to revive an idea and how to “get back 
o the good old days...” In this country, at least, most people feel that the 
id standards are right. We want them to be right; but we do not have any 
ntellectual conviction that they are right. For instance, the courts are going 
bout now like Diogenes with his lantern, trying to find out what really is 
he community opinion on what is “filthy” literature. When conviction that 
ertain standards are right is gone, the standards themselves will not last 
ery long. And then you begin to get a growing element of “liberals” who 
re glad that the old ways of thinking are going by the boards and take 
dvantage of the situation with such world-wide buck shot propaganda pro- 
rams as “population Explosion.” 


There is still a loud cry for the restoration of the old American standards 
f value, but so far it is only a cry. 
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What I am trying to say is that when traditional standards have crumpled. 
they cannot be restored as traditions. You have to start from scratch. You 
can’t say, for instance, “Now come on, boys, let’s get back to the goou old 
philosophy that man’s destiny is to live forever with God in heaven.” When 
once the ideal has ceased to be fervently believed in, we can’t restore the? 
fervor simply as fervor. We must go back and reason the thing out againalp 

And it is only if we are led to the ideal by some reasonable process thati|> 
we can accept it with fervor again. The old Christian ideals that seem to Bes 
losing their hold can only be restored to their former power if they hecome¢ 
reasoned convictions in the minds of Christians. | 

What part does the Third Order have in doing all this? Well, that is 
precisely what the daily lives of our tertiaries effect; and in a broader way,}} 
that is precisely what we are trying to effect with the “Hour of St. Francis”) 
radio program. 

Now it is time to go into TV with the Hour of St. Francis and the Com-~}} 
missaries of the Third Order, the Executive Board and the Directive Boardt 
of Provincials have approved a program that will enable us to put ther 
“Hour” on TV. 

The full details of the program will be announced soon. Right now it isi 
sufficient to say that we have a huge task and that the responsibility for 
achieving that task will be on every tertiaries’ shoulders. 

The “Hour of St. Francis TV” will present the Third Order ideals im 
palpable, visual and reasonable form so that the old ideas will be revived: 
along with the fervor so necessary. Our task is no different than that of St 
Francis. Men of his times believed that Christ was in the least of his breth- 
ren—and even in the lepers, but they had lost the favor of the belief and: 
so the traditions that came with belief wanned. St. Francis, “got back to 
the old idea” by doing a bit of violence to himself: he kissed the leper,: 
and he taught those that followed him to take care of the lepers as Christ’ss 
own. He “got back to an old idea” but it took some doing and it took a 
good deal of visual demonstrations. 


IpEAS To REVIVE 


We are ripe today for a full seale Franciscan assault with all the means¢ 
of communication we can possibly command with the resources we have.| 
Call it a crusade, Call it a movement. Call it a rally. | 

Whatever it is, the purpose is to restore respect for God and His Com-- 
mandments. Sociologists refer to these as “values.” And the areligious but 
sober minded man calls them “traditions.” 

Moderation. Self-discipline. Mortification. These are ideas taboo today. 
But everyone is saying “Let’s get back to...” the old idea of living within: 
one’s means, of not being subject to the tyranny of desire, of being free? 
enough by self-discipline not to be dragged along with the herd. 

America’s economy demands that new desires constantly be stirred up.. 
Yesterday’s luxuries become today’s necessities. Infinite desires can be? 
aroused in man to make him want more and more. This hunger grows in-- 
finitely hecause man seeks the infinite—God Himself—and he has a capacity 
for complete happiness only in God. 
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Bl is an age dedicated to pleasure, and it is an age marked by sorrow. 
@irim Sorokin, chairman of Harvard’s sociology department, is fond of 
inting out the high incidence of mental disease, the heavy suicide rate, 
te warfare between nations and men, the economic conflict, the breakup 
homes, divorce and delinquency which mark our era as an unhappy 
eriod in human history. 
What has the Third Order to offer? 
Francis founded his order to preach and live the gospel: of God’s con- 
fscension and of man’s dignity and destiny in Christ. He gave his tertiaries 
rule of moderation as to the things that might lead them to mar that 
sirist-worthy existence in themselves. He gave them a rule of charity where- 
y the highest among them might find himself rightfully placed beside the 
}west and vice versa, in mutual love and service. 


God knows we need something of this seraphie sight and worship of God 


i} man today, to help us lead Christ-worthy lives and to inspire us to treat 


thers in the light of such Christ-worthy existence. 
What ails economic, industrial and commercial relations but the jaun- 
bced outlook and the cancerous affection that others are just our flunkies, 
‘ir “hands,” our menials to exploit, to prey upon, to fool, to beat down. 
) What ails our social relations but that we forget ourselves so far as to 
ate what God identifies himself with, as to rate ourselves above what God 
‘as raised up to himself. Is it not true that to hate and despise our fellow- 
jen is to strike at God in them? 
/ What ails life generally except that we forget the dignity that is ours and 
ur neighbors as the favored of God, so that they as well as our own person 
re degraded to be things of pleasure where they are meant to be vessels 
ad instruments of God’s glory. 
| These are the selling points of the Third Order: it is able to offer a bal- 
anced, healthy, joyful and totally Catholic outlook—a theology of life! 
This is what we lack so desperately today and this is what the HOUR 
FST. FRANCIS TV hopes to be able to do. People cannot be flummoxed 
ack to a fervor. They must be presented with a reasoned and reasonable 
Jeal—such as has been consistently offered through the HOUR OF ST. 
RANCIS. The Apostolate of the 20th Century! 


Mark Hecener O.F.M. 


ORK WITH GOD SIX DAYS 
REST WITH GOD SUNDAYS 
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A COURSE IN FRANCISCAN ASCETICISM 
by John Forest Faddish, O.F.M. 


The Thirst for Aerotom 


cos OU ARE CALLED TO BE Saints!” 
What a strange command! Yet, it is 
the capital precept for everyone who 
inhabits this mortal flesh. Unfortu- 
nately, too many people have acquired 
a false notion of sanctity. They think 
it is reserved to priests and sisters. Per- 
haps they identify it with the anemic 
looking representations of the saints 
found in some of our parish churches. 
Or is it the picture they see of the 
“penitent-saints’: Simon the Sylite 
upon his pillar, Jerome beating his 
breast with a large stone in atonement 
for his sins that make them draw back 
in horror and exclaim: “If that is 
sanctity, you can have it!”’ 


Sanctity, however, takes the middle 
road. This is especially true of our 
modern saints. They wore neither 
hair shirts, nor scourged themselves to 
blood, yet they rank with the greatest 
of saints. How did they do it? 


Holiness—Conformity to God's 
Will. 


Holiness consists in doing God’s 
Holy Will in every phase of our daily 
lives. It is the fulfillment of Christ’s 
command: “Be you Pe as your 
heavenly Father is perfect.” Simple, 
you say? Well, the test comes in try- 
ing. And it is a life-long task, one 
which suffers no relenting alert the 
way. It is a twenty-four owe a day as- 


signment, seven days a week, three 
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hundred and sixty-five days a year. 

And yet it is the secret of our lives— 
that our lives as followers of Chris’ 
must mirror the life of God. If Chris: 
had not told us this, and moreover, © 
he had not shown it to us by his life, w 
frail human beings would never hav 
ventured upon such a goal. 


Man Desires to be Like God 


Thousands and. thousands of year 
ago, God placed two creatures into < 
world he created for them. He hac 
formed the heavens and the universe 
created the animals, formed the river 
and streams. Then into this Garden 02 
Delight He placed Adam and Eve. Hiv 
Divine Goodness compelled Him, in ¢) 
sense, to allow them to share the joy: 
of His creation. 

They were allowed to roam th 
Garden at will. All creation was sub: 
ject to them. Their hearts could long 
for nothing more, And yet we can see 
how they were deceived by Satan inte 
doing just this very thing—they longec 
to be like God. | 

It happened as Eve was strolling 
about the Garden one day. The devi 
appeared to her and questioned her 
about God’s reason for placing a pro- 
hibition upon them, namely, that they 
may eat of all the fruits and trees ir 
the Garden except one. Why? The 
Devil placed the words onto Eve’s owr 
lips by telling her that God was fearfu 
that they would become like to Him 
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at their eyes would be opened, that 
ey would awaken to a broader life. 
we fell, and Adam with her. 
However, they did not become like 
ento God. Instead, through their act 
Hf disobedience, sin was introduced 
‘hto the world. And in its train it 
Yprought with itself many afflictions 
hich would torment man, so long as 
mven one human heart beats beneath 
‘his mortal flesh. 


b350d Invites Man to be like God 


Centuries later, Christ appeared 
pon the face of this earth. He brought 
With himself the invitation for man to 
ecome like God, to share God’s life of 
‘race. ““Be you perfect as your heavenly 
‘ather is perfect.” He himself set the 
model for us to follow. 


Twenty centuries later, what do we 
ee? This invitation, so graciously ex- 
bended by Christ, is still being scorned. 
ven as Adam and Eve hid themselves 
from their Creator, so modern man 
hinks he can escape the All-Seeing 
“ye of God. Man knows down deep in 
nis heart the course he should take, but 
he finds difficulty conforming his ex- 
berior acts to the better judgment of 
‘nis soul. He looks about and sees the 
mass of humanity trodding the road 
of pleasure and sensual delights, and 
not having the courage to stand apart 
ifrom the crowd, he is swept along with 
he tide. 


‘Saint Francis Our Model 


If the world has afforded man so 
many examples of the wrong path to 
follow, it has also given him worthy 


\since his era was not unlike our own. 
In his life we see how God moulded 
‘the soul, how he led him on to the ful- 
fillment of his Divine Will and conse- 
quently, sanctity. 

| Francis had always dreamed of 
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greatness. In an age of war and chiv- 
alry this was only natural. His first at- 
tempt at a military career found*him a 
prisoner in Perugia. Here he remained 
a prisoner until November, 1203. 
Later, he joined the forces of Walter 
of Brienne. They set out, heading to- 
ward the south of Italy, and Francis’ 
heart must have rejoiced that now he 
would finally attain his goal. But when 
they reached Spoleto he became ill. As 
he lay between sleeping and waking, 
he heard a voice asing him where he 
wanted to go. “To, Apulia to be a 
knight,” he replied. Then the voice 
said: ‘“Tell me, Francis, who can bene- 
fit you most, the Lord or the servant?” 
“The Lord,’ answered Francis, some- 
what startled. “Why then do you de- 
sert the Lord for the servant, and the 
Prince for his vassal? Go back to your 
home”; said the Voice, “there it shall 
be told you what you are to do.” 

The second step in Francis’ conver- 
sion came as he was engaged in prayer. 
He heard Christ speaking to him: 
“Francis! Everything which you have 
loved and desired in the flesh it is your 
duty to despise and hate, if you will 
know my will. And when you have 
begun this, all that which now seems 
to you sweet and lovely will become in- 
tolerable and bitter, but all which you 
used to avoid will turn itself into sweet- 
ness and exceeding joy.” 

Francis rejoiced at these words, hard 
though they were. They at least gave 
him some direction, something he 
should seek. But their meaning? What 
could God be holding out for him in 
life? 

One day as he was riding the Um- 
brian plain, his horse was startled by a 
form in its path. For there in the road 
was the hideous form of a leper. Fran- 
cis’ first impulse was to turn and flee 
as quickly as possible. But then the 
words of his vision came back to him: 
“What you used to abhor shall be to 
you joy and sweetness.” And what was 


more abhorrent to him than the sight 
of lepers? But now, with all the 
strength he had, he sprang from his 
horse, went up to the leper, placed an 
alms in the stump of a hand he had 
left and bent down quickly and kissed 
the ulcerous wounds, even though his 
whole system rebelled at the thought. 

It was a critical test of fidelity to 
grace; Francis succeeded. He began to 
think more and more of Christ. He 
wanted to imitate Him now, and there 
arose in his heart the desire to become 
as close an image of his Divine Savior 
as is possible for a human being . 

The third and final stage came again 
while Francis was praying. This time 
he was kneeling before the Crucifix at 
the Church of St. Damian in Assisi. To 
his dismay, he saw the right hand of 
Christ dislodging itself from the Cross, 
reaching out and embracing him, giv- 
ing him the command: “Francis, go 
repair my Church, which as you see is 
wholly in ruin.” Francis cast himself 
submissively at the feet of Christ and 
prayed: “Grant me, O Lord, to know 
thee so well that in all things I may act 
in Thy Light, and in accordance with 
thy Holy Will.’ What a sublime sur- 
render of lover to his Beloved. 


Duplicating Francis: 
“Go back to Your Home"’ 


The spiritual life of every follower 
of St. Francis can be reduced to these 
three stages whereby he embraces the 
Divine Will. We must consider our- 
selves fortunate indeed to have a 
model that we can look up to and 
whom we may imitate in each of these 
phases of our “turning to God.” 

Like Francis, every tertiary hears 
Christ bidding him: “Go back to your 
home, there it shall be told you what 
you are to do.” Too many of us dream 
of achieving holiness by the heroic 
conquest of souls, through martyrdom 
or some other spectacular means. But 
God’s will in our regard is simple. “If 
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you love Me,” He says, “keep my com 
mandments.” 
The tertiary can fulfill this co 
mand within his own home throug 
his daily fidelity to the obligations 
his state in life. And to achieve this 
has the rule to help him attain th 
goal. Through it, he perceives the Will} 
of God, clearly and unmistakably 
pointing the way to sanctity. He soo 
realizes that sanctity does not consis: 
in doing the extraordinary but rathel— 
in doing the ordinary duties of eac\ 
day in an extraordinary manner. Beg 
cause of his rule, the tertiary does na 
become lost in a maze of activities, bu 
keeps his eye peeled on the one persod 
worth serving—the Master. All elsif 
recedes into the background for hi 
It is for Christ that he lives, for Chrix 
that he works, and it is for Christ that 
he sanctifies himself. 


Despise What You Have Loved} 


Now follows the second stage of thi 
tertiary’s conversion. We are all a 
tached to our own selves, to the litt 
creature comforts which our home ant 
the world afford us. Our own will 
principally, is the object of our grea 
est attachment. The tertiary learns 1] 
renounce all, even his own will, for th 
sake of Christ. He begins to see the ing 
portance of “feeling with Christ,” cf 


he is bringing himself closer to thaf 
ideal of St. Paul, which was verified if 
the life of our Holy Father St. Francis# 
“IT live, now not I; but Christ lives i 
tie ] 

It is this conformity that is the idez 
of the Third Order rule: to form tl 
image of Christ in the person of thé 
Franciscan. And _ this, we will soc 
find out, is to walk the Way of th@ 
Cross with Christ. “If anyone will 


(See page 11) 


Jo MANy oF Us are dreamers and 
heorizers. We like to talk about no- 
pility of character. We like to sing 
he praises of virtue. But how much 
f it really sinks into our own bones 
and becomes part of us? 

Let’s take a simple example. Our 
Lord says: “Love your neighbor as 
you love yourself.” Fine, That sounds 
Pood, but what does it mean in practi- 
cal terms? Do I love my neighbor 
ms I love myself? We can find out by 
asking ourselves a few pertinent ques- 
ions. 

When I am feeling blue, I want 
someone to cheer me. Do I take the 
bother to help someone out of the 
doldrums? When I enter a group I 
‘want to feel welcome, that I belong. 
Do I try to make others feel at 
home in my group? Am I sincerely 
interested in putting them at ease? 
When I pass another person, I expect 
a frank cheery smile that says: “Gee 
I’m glad to see you.” Do I react in 
like manner when others pass me? 
When I tell a story or have the floor, 
I want attention. Do I give my un- 
divided attention when others direct 
their conversation towards me or am 
I obviously bored with their company? 
When I am ill, it does me good to 
know that someone cares enough to 
inquire about my health. Am I con- 
cerned about the health of others? 
Am I tolerant toward their handicaps? 
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Guide 
TO GOD 


BY ALBERT J*NIMETH~>O-F-M: 


Lines 


When I have a grievance, I want 
a sympathetic listener. Do I begrudge 
the demands on my time when others 
want to unburden their tales of woe? 
I want to be asked to join the party 
or the game. Do I ask others, even 
those who are less desirable? I dread 
the very thought of being slighted by 
anyone. Do I treat all with equal 
fairness? When I have done wrong, 
I want others to understand and for- 
give. Do I try to be understanding and 
forgiving? I know I have many faults 
which I expect others to overlook or 
make allowances for. Do I make al- 
lowance for the faults of others? I 
hate for anybody to impose his views 
on me. Am I careful not to impose my 
views upon others? Do I respect the 
rights others have to hold their own 
opinions? I loathe to have anyone 
monopolize the conversation. Do I 
give my own ears a chance and my 
tongue a rest? I love to receive letters. 
Do I take the pains to write to others? 

We understand that none of these 
questions is of world shaking im- 
portance. But then who of us in daily 
life gets an opportunity to do any- 
thing that is world shaking. Life is 
just a series of little things. But the 
overall question of which these little 
questions are so many manifestations 
is “Do I love my neighbor as I love 
myself?” This is a world shaking ques- 
tion. ° 


How to Process an Application 


Methods of Procedure 


What About Three Months Postulancy?| 


Since most provinces have their own ‘Manuals of Regulations” the: 
suggestions here recommended are not meant to contravene each | 
provinces’ own practice, but to assist those fraternities which perhaps ; 
have not adopted procedures, especially since the Constitutions (Art| 
12) now state: “‘Lay candidates shall be tested as postulants for at’ 
least three months before they are admitted to the novitiate. Secular 
clergy, however, and those who come from other Franciscan associa- 
tions, or who for other reasons are considered sufficiently instructed, 
as also those who are being received as isolated members, may be 
admitted to th novitiate immedately.” 


1. Application, fully completed, is submitted to the Novice Mis- 
tress or Novice Master, or Chairman of novice and postulant 
personnel. 

2. A card acknowledging the application is immediately sent 
to the applicant stating that the application will be re- 
viewed at the next meeting of the T.O. Council. 


3. At the council meeting the officer handling the new applications 
reviews each new applicant briefly. 

4. If postulant instructions are given with the aid of “Postu- 

lant Instruction Flip Chart,” the instructor is notified of 

the new applicants name and address and phone number. 


5. Applicant is now sent NOTIFICATION OF RECEPTION AS 
POSTULANT with a form letter. Form available from Francis- 
can Herald Press. Time, place of meeting ete. are noted on this 


form. Applicant reminded to bring this “forh to the following 
meeting. 


6. Applicant attends the Postulant Instruction No. 1, held 
usually before or after regular church meeting. 


Ms Immediately after the conference at the regular church meet- 
ing, the spiritual director asks all poanilage to come to the 
Communion Railing. Ceremony for “Reception of Postulants”’ 
(Ritual for Public Functions, page 22) is used. This formula 
was approved by the Commissaries and Executive Board in 
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1947. At the end of this short ceremony, the applicant’s NOTI- 
FICATION OF RECEPTION AS POSTULANT is collected by 


the director and given over to the Postulant Personnel. 


8. Record is kept of postulants so that they will have received 
at least three instructions prior to reception as a novice. 


9. Special notices of meetings are sent to postulants each month; 
follow up phone calls by postulant personnel soon after regular’ 
meeting if postulant fails to show up. A friendly call to ascer- 
tain any difficulty and/or to tell them how they may make 


up the missed instruction. 


THIRST FOR HEROISM 


(Continued from page 8) 


me after me, let him take up his 
oss daily, and come follow me.” 
Jhat is this cross? 

The cross is seen in the many suffer- 
igs visited upon us in daily life. The 
ife who must contend with an alco- 
olic husband must learn to love and 
ray for him, even though she despises 
ie weakness of her betrothed. The 
usband who finds that he has on his 
ands a neurotic wife must bear with 
er frailty and show her the kindness 
nd consideration of which she stands 
1 need. Or perhaps it is a wayward 
m or daughter whose life is a crown 
f thorns to the two loving hearts of 
ither and mother. It is then that they 
ust learn to take comfort in St. Mon- 
a and other great saints and pray 
eir child back to God. 

These are the means God uses to 
urify us of self, to draw us out of our- 
Ives in his whole purpose. Thus he 
ads us on to the third and final stage 
st as he led Francis, our Father. 


=pairing God's Home 

The sinner is one who tears down 
e house of God. A saint is he who 
iilds it up. And how is this done? 
hrough his life. All our actions have 
social implication—even in the spiri- 
al order. Every meritorious action 
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influences my neighbor. 

A tertiary realizes that it is his vo- 
cation to lead others to Christ, not by 
force but by the persuasion of his own 
good example. Holiness has a magnetic 
force about it. It attracts. Try as you 
may, you cannot conceal it. 

You will become a Modern Apostle 
—a Christopher, one bearing Christ to 
all whom you meet in daily life. To the 
weak soul, you will prove yourself a 
courageous inspiration. To the wicked 
soul, you will be a reminder of what it 
should be. And to the saint you will be 
another occasion for glorifying the 
goodness of God in the souls of the 
just. Through you the Mystical Body 
of Christ will be built up and renewed 
—in Christ your Divine Master. 

To guide you along the way, you 
have the illustrious examples of the 
many Franciscan saints. Remember 
they were beseiged by the same temp- 
tations and difficulties, but they over- 
came Satan and his legions. They 
never failed God and he did not fail 
them. 

When the going seems rough, when 
discouragement weighs heavily upon 
you, you must learn, like St. Augustine, 
to look to the saints. It is then that you 
must say to yourself: “If they could 
do it, why can’t I?” 


By this time many tertiaries have had a cha 
to read the New General Constitutions of t 
Third Order. Like the Third Order Rule t 
Constitutions have been divided into three cha 
ters. The first deals with the essential structu 
of the Third Order: the second with the Thir 
Order as a way of life and the third with th 


government of the Order. The first and thir 
chapters will be treated under separate ser 
entitled MrTHODS OF PROCEDURE. 
written in collaboration with the college fr 
ternities will discuss chapter two A Way OF LIFE 


No Faber Required 


le LEON BLOY’s beautiful novel of 
late nineteenth century France, the 
heroine ends the book with the power- 
ful thought: “There is only one misery 

. and that is not to be a saint.” 
We can think of no greater sadness 
than the tragedy of a life lived apart 
from God. A self-centered soul is like 
an egg—so full of itself that there is 
no room even for God. 

Article thirty-nine of the general 
constitutions re-echoes the _ stirring 
words of Pope Pius XII to the Italian 
Tertiaries assembled in Rome, July 
1, 1956: “You will not be—this should 
be obvious—an assembly of the per- 
fect, but you’ must be a school of 
christian perfection. Without _ this 
resolute resolve it is impossible to be 
a suitable member of so chosen and so 
glorious an army” (Rome Hath 
Spoken, p. 73). Saints do not need 
an order but those who want to be- 
come holy have need of this discipline 
and regularity that an order affords. 

The Third Order, then, is not for 


This seri 


those who “have arrived,” but for t 
countless souls who are still on ¢ 
journey. No one is required to sen 
in his halo with his application a 
proof that he is a fit candidate fo 
the order. What is important, how 
ever, is that this great lay organizatio 
professing the Rule of St. Francis 1 
for those, and only those who realiz; 
that sanctity is the only worthwhil: 
objective of life and who are mindec 
to make every effort to attain thas 
goal. In the final reckoning sanctit' 
is the only thing that will quiet the 
native restlessness of man’s soul thas 
St. Augustine spoke about. 

The Third Order is not a “body of 
people who are already perfect.” I) 
is rather a practical, workable methoo 
of gaining holiness for those “wh 
burn with the desire of striving fo 
perfection in their own station of life.’ 
It is for those who because of previou 
commitments must remain in_ the 
world but definitely do not wish te 
“be of the world.” | 
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Without doubt Third Order mem- 
ers have to remember that they are 
pected to be different. If a person 
tends to be nothing more than “fish- 
n-Friday, Mass-on-Sunday Catholic,” 
e Third Order is not for him. A 
hird Order member vocation is sanc- 
ty, nothing less. One does not join 
save his soul. A person can save 
is soul without becoming a member 
f the Third Order. In joining the 
hird Order one commits himself to 
e obligation of striving for perfec- 
on. 

The tertiary soul sees Christ as the 
ery center of the universe, Nothing 
as value or meaning except in and 
hrough and for Christ. The tertiary 
oul sees Christ as the incarnation of 
ove and he must come to realize that 
ove calls for love. He has to learn 
o love, completely, unselfishly, enthu- 
iastically. And love is not a sterile 
experience, it is a vibrant, throbbing 
iving reality which is going to re- 
veal itself in that determined effort 
o become one with the beloved. 

Christ himself leaves no room for 
loubt. “Be you perfect as also your 
1eavenly Father is perfect.” Be per- 
ect as Christ the tangible, visible im- 
ige of the living Father was perfect. 
[his is a necessary condition of ter- 
iary life, not necessary in actuality, 
ut necessary in intention and pur- 
Ose. 

Our Founder is our guide. This is 
erhaps the greatest merit of St. Fran- 
is that he showed us that flesh and 
lood can become Christlike. History 
‘self pays tribute to the wholehearted 
nthusiasm with which he threw him- 


self into the difficult task of perfect- 
ing himself. The Church honors him 
with the title “seraphic” to register 
the intensity of the love that moti- 
vated his life. 

The article under consideration 
speaks of the Third Order as ‘“‘above 
all a school of complete Christian per- 
fection.” That term “school” is sig- 
nificant for it indicates that we are 
here to learn. If we knew it all, there 
would be no purpose in going to 
school. The Third Order presupposes 
that we do not know it all; that 
there is something we can learn, name- 
ly, “Christian perfection.” Christian 
perfection, as envisioned by the Con- 
stitution, is to be “imbued with the 
genuine Franciscan spirit.” This is the 
cistinctive characteristic of the Third 
Order. Franciscan spirituality is the 
particular way that St. Francis pic- 
tured God, spoke to Him, imitated 
Him, dealt with Him. One of the most 
important elements in this way of St. 
Francis is love. 

As our late Holy Father puts it: 
“There is a Franciscan doctrine in 
accordance with which God is holy, 
is great, but above all is good, in- 
deed the Supreme Good. For in this 
doctrine God is love; he lives by love, 
creates for love, becomes flesh and re- 
deems, that is, he saves and sanctifies 
for love” (Rome Hath Spoken, p. 74). 

This then is the challenge of the 
Third Order that starting with love 
we become so saturated with the spirit 
of St. Francis that we become one 
with Christ who is the greatest of 
lovers. e 


Fr. Albert Nimeth O.F.M. 


in collaboration with college fraternities 
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ie LATE POPE Pius XII wrote: 
“Remember that your Third Order 
cannot blossom and give fruit, as it did 
in the eras of its glory, if it is not fully 
imbued with the true and genuine 
Franciscan spirit.” He emphasized the 
urgent need of forming yourself and 
others according to the Franciscan 
outlook. Hence the wisdom of the 
practice of reviewing the highlights of 
the tertiary spirit from time to time 
and measuring your own conformity 
to it. 


Understanding Your Spirituality 

Franciscan spirituality in its con- 
templation of God beholds in him the 
essential property of goodness. God is 
holy, is great, but above all, as viewed 
by St. Francis, he is good. Indeed he 
is the Supreme Good. Therefore we 
note the familiar affection in Fran- 
ciscan spirituality. It follows the lead 
of Christ who taught childlike confi- 
dence. He desired this to be instilled in 
us in view of our adoption as sons, en- 
abling us to cry Abba, Father. In this 
Franciscan concept, then, God is love. 
He creates for love, becomes man for 
love, dies for love. In a word, God 
lives by love. “God is love.” 

Divine goodness was a legacy St. 
Francis left us. We see this characteris- 
tic remarkably reflected in his prayers. 
Take for instance, when he prays: 
“You, O Lord, are the sovereign Good, 


the eternal Good; all that is good 
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What Manner of Man Are You? 


by Philip Marquard O.F.M. 


EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 


comes from you, and there is nothing 
good apart from you. O sovereign Go 
sovereign Good, All-that-is good, com: 
pletely Cone all that is pond: the sove 
reign Good, the Lord God living an 
true. You are charity, Love.” 

When St. Francis was disinherit 
by his earthly father, Peter Berna 
done, he threw himself into the ar 
of the Bishop of Assisi, and exclaimed 
“From now on I will be free to ‘sa 
‘Our Father who art in heaven,’ an 
not ‘My father, Peter Bernardone.’ 
For this same reason he loved the 
Lord’s Prayer. It became a real jo: 
for him to pray the Our Father. Ove 
a period of time he became so en’ 
amoured with it that he developed « 
delightful paraphrase of the Ou! 
Father. 

In fact, St. Francis broke out quit 
frequently in the praise of God. W 
need but call attention to his Canticle 
of the Sun or his Praises of God for all 
creatures. How different from the 
spirit of the world which finds faul 
with God and many of his creature 
and created things. Once you capture 
the spirit of St. Francis you will be ¢ 
mighty force for good in your own en 
vironment. You must remember you 
importance as a connecting link be; 
tween God and others. St. Francis did 
a world of good because he found and 
understood Goodness itself. You havi 
the same potentiality. All that is re| 
quired is that you become so absorbec 
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this Goodness, that you will realize 
w much more important it is to dis- 
inate this Goodness rather than 
t over the evils around you. 
St. Francis could so easily do this be- 
se he beheld Christ as the first crea- 
e conceived in the mind of God, 
rticularly chosen to give God the ut- 
st glory from without. Christ held 
primacy and was king of all by 
tive right. The Man-God was a dy- 
mic pole for St. Francis. There was 
much to know and love in him that 
. Francis had no time to find fault 
th the world around him. You can 
itate St. Francis in this by trying to 
rform in Christ and with Christ 
erything that you do. How enthusi- 
ic St. Francis was to be the herald of 
e great King. He enjoyed being the 
mble servant and devoted follower 
Christ, and this thrilling joy ex- 
essed itself in his happy phrase: “I 
the herald of the Great King.” 
What a pleasant psychological effect 
is has! The lowliest task assumes 
mendous proportions when we link 
to God. What greater dignity is there 
an being in the service of God? 
oday when so many people are look- 
@ for titles of distinction for their 
dinary duties, what greater and 
ychologically uplifting title could 
uu have than being a herald of the 
reat King. Surely is is better than 
ing called a vice president, a quality 
mtrol engineer, a production officer, 
supervisor, or a career girl. The 
Terald and the King” relationship 
fers a great deal more, and as an 
eal it grows on you rather than fad- 
g away with the wear and tear of 
ne. 
With this attitude towards Christ, 
. Francis then saw all the other crea- 
res of the supernatural and physical 
orld inseparably connected with 
arist. It is Christ who is at the center 
all beings and things. The Blessed 
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Virgin Mary was linked with Christ 
through the same decree of God’s cre- 
ative goodness. The angels, human be- 
ings, animals, and all inanimate nature 
were created for the service of Christ. 
Hence we see the Christ-centeredness 
of Franciscan spirituality. 


Living Your Spirituality 

What is the upshot of all this? From 
this must spring your universal charity 
which, because it sees everyone and 
everything in God, loves everyone and 
everything in him and for him. You 
are also to take delight in everyone and 
everything because you take delight in 
God. St. Francis summed this up in his 
favorite ejaculation. “My God and 
My All.” 

It is your professed tertiary obliga- 
tion to fully embrace this tertiary spir- 
ituality. Above all else you must 
deepen your love of God and people 
in the spirit of St. Francis. You will 
never urge others to worthwhile action 
if your words come only from your 
lips. You must speak from your heart. 

St. Francis never meant his Third 
Order to be converted into a spiritual 
canning factory. It becomes just that, 
if you merely assimilate all the spir- 
itual wealth in your tertiary life and 
put a lid on it. All blessings are meant 
to be dispersed. Just witness how God 
showers his graces, rain, sunshine, 
seedlings, and a million other things 
upon all. St. Francis imitated Christ 
in being all things to all men. You are 
out of step, if you have the lid on your 
treasures. 

Love of your fellowmen, based on a 
love of God, can and will spur you on 
to make yourself and your abilities 
available to others if you allow this 
love free reign. Awaken your Fran- 
ciscan love for people, and then you 
will make an effort through prayer, 
word and action to see that they obtain 
the things God wants them to have. 

(See page 32) 


“Listen, children of the Lord and my brothers, 
and with your ears take up my words. Turn the 
ear of your heart to the voice of the Son of 
God and obey it.” St. Francis of Assist. 


St. Francie of p$2edsé—X1 


by Col. W. Boss, tertiary | 


Ae THE FIvE thousand Brothers 
met together at the Chapter Meeting 
in A. D. 1215, Francis had the idea of 
withdrawing entirely from the world 
and adopting the life of « hermit. He 
certainly did not want the comtempla- 
tive life, for the great wish of his heart 
was to become a missionary in France. 
He resolved therefore that the thing to 
do was to seek a decision from God. 

You will recall that on previous oc- 
casions he had opened the Bible and 
found a text that told him what to do. 
This time he felt impelled to send 
Brother Masseo to Sister Clare and to 
Brother Sylvester for the purpose of 
asking them to pray that God’s will 
concering his future should be made 
known. 

Brother Masseo went first to Brother 
Sylvester who, after praying, said, 
“This, says the Lord, you shall tell 
Brother Francis, that God has not 
called him for his own sake only, but 
also that he shall win many souls.” 

Then Brother Masseo went to Sister 
Clare. She told him that she and 
another Sister had precisely the same 
answer as Brother Sylvester, 

When Masseo returned to the Por- 
tiuncula, St. Francis crossed his arms 
over his chest, knelt down and said, 
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“What does my Lord Jesus Christ tes 
me to do?” 

Brother Masseo knew very well 
answer Francis wanted and he gaw: 
his own interpretation of what Sis 
Clare and Brother had said. His ver 
sion was “that thou shalt go out an: 
preach, for God has not called you fe 
your own sake alone, but also to sav 
others.” 

Francis was delighted. “Well, let 13 
go,” he shouted. And he immediatel 
took Brother Masseo and _ Brothaf 
Angelo with him on a missionary tou. 

Shortly after leaving Assisi thef 
reached a field near Bevagna, wher 
Francis noticed a large number cf 
birds perched in trees along the roaa} 
side. 

When St. Francis saw the great 
fiock of birds, the spirit of God carr@ 
over him, and he said to his Brother} 
“Wait for me here. I am going (J 
preach to our sisters the birds.” 

He walked into the field and th@ 
birds settled on the earth around hiriy 
some of them coming so close that hig 
cowl touched them as they flew 4 
their places, i 

He began: “My sister birds; Yc 
owe God much gratitude, and ough 
always and everywhere to praise arid 


It him, because you can fly so freely, 
erever you want to, and for your 
uble and threefold clothing and for 
ur colored and adorning coats, and 
the food which you do not have to 
rk for, and for the beautiful voices 
e Creator has given you. You sow 
t, neither do you reap, but God 
ds you and gives you rivers and 
rings to drink from, and hills and 
ountains, cliffs and rocks to hide 
urselves in, and high trees for you to 
ild your nests in, and though you 
n neither spin nor weave, he gives 
u and your young ones the neces- 
ry clothing. Love therefore the Cre- 
-or much, since he has given you such 
eat blessings. Watch therefore, well, 
y sister birds, that you are not un- 
ateful, but busy yourselves always in 
aising God.” 

When St. Francis had finished his 
rmon and his exhortation to praise 
sod, he made the sign of the Cross 
ver all the birds. And the birds flew 
p at once and twittered wonderfully 
nd strongly, and separated and flew 
way. 


= IS A VERY sentimental story, 
et it is probably the best known inci- 
ent in the life of the Poverello. But 
yhat is the lesson that we of the Third 
Yrder are to draw from it? 

I suppose the answer most people 
ould give is that we should be kind 
9 birds, but while that may be true, 
irely he is telling us something more 
nportant than that. 

You will observe that, as the Three 
ompanions tell the story—“‘the spirit 
f God came over him.” In other 
rords, he acted upon a holy impulse. 

Francis always acted by impulse. 
‘ou will recall that he jumped from 
is horse to kiss a leper, and said “that 
hich had seemed bitter to me was 
onverted into sweetness of mind and 
ody.” Today he has an impluse to 
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preach to birds, 

I think the message St. Francis 
wants us to get from this story is to 
obey those impulses that we feel so 
often—because it is “the spirit of God” 
coming over us. I am sure that each 
one of you has had strange impulses 
from time to time, coming out of the 
air from no one knows where, and _ 
knocking insistently at the door of 
your mind. Everyone has them. 

For instance, about three years ago 
I was walking along Sparks Street, 
Ottawa, when a man in ragged clothes 
asked me for a dime for a cup of coffee. 
It had happened to me often enough 
before. All I had to do was put my 
hand in my pocket and give him ten 
cents. It was just as simple as that. But 
some strange feeling came over me, 
and I said on the spur of the moment, 
“Look! I’m hungry, too. Let’s go and 
have a meal together.” 

"Ohesir,” hewsaid,, “You wouldn't 
want to go with me. I’ve just got out of 
Stony Mountain Penitentiary.” 

“Ingthat case? li said,“ you.rare 
probably a better man than I. For you 
have paid your debt to society, while I 
feel I still owe my fellow-men a great 
deal.” 

So we dined and we talked and we 
found we were able to help each other. 
And I was glad that I obeyed the im- 
pulse. 


D. YOU MIND IF I tell you the story 
of a little old lady who lives in Ot- 
tawa? 

Forty five years ago, as a young 
Catholic girl she married a Protestant 
boy in a Methodist chapel. Six months 
afterwards she had to go to the hospital 
for an operation, and purely upon an 
impulse she said to her husband, “Will 
you do a favor for me? If I come 
through this safely, promise to say three 
Hail Mary’s every night for the rest 
of your life.” 


The young man was in love with his 
wife so he readily promised. A couple 
of years later, when the first baby was 
born, he said, “You might as well have 
the child christened in the Catholic 
Church.” That led to the marriage 
being blessed by the Church. 

Thirty five years later, almost to the 
very day after the boy made that prom- 
ise, (by which time I figure he had 
said 38,325 Hail Mary’s) he, too, had 
an impulse, and he telephoned a priest 
he knew at the University of Ottawa 
and said, “Father, it is high time I be- 
came a Catholic. Tell me how to go 
about it.” 

Since he has been a Catholic, he has 
been the president of his Parish Holy 
Name Society, he has organized a 
Parish Credit Union, and he is a mem- 
ber of the Third Order of St. Francis. 

And yet, if you told this little old 
lady that she had been influential in 
the conversion of her husband, she 
would violently protest. “Why,” she 
would say, “never in my life have I 
suggested to him that he should change 
his religion.” 

She does not understand that—as 
the Three Companions put it—“the 
spirit of God” came over her and she 
acted upon a holy impulse. 

I could duplicate these stories many 
times over. 

If you become co-workers with God 
and follow your holy impulses, life can 
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become an adventure fine and won- 
derful. Sometimes you will be shown 
why an impulse was given you. Some- 
times you will have to wait twenty or 
thirty years before you understand the 
reason. And sometimes you will never 
learn why you had an impulse and 
obeyed it. . 

There are some who say: “Is is not 


presumptuous to say that a sinful hu- - 


man being can be co-worker with 
Almighty God?” 


For His first miracle at Cana in 
Galilee our Lord sought the help of © 
men. He said to the servants, “Fill the : 
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waterpots with water.’ The miracle 
of the wine was his alone, but he gave 


humans the high privilege of helping - 


him. 


Have you noticed people leaving 


Holy Mass during the Last Gospel? 
Their ears are deaf to the most exalt- 
ing message ever given to man, which 
is repeated each Sunday at the close 
of Holy Mass. A thrill goes down my 
spine every time I follow the priest 
in the glorious words of St. John: 
“But as many as received him, to 
them he gave power to become 
sons of God.” 
Francis was so right when he said 
—“Children of the Lord and my 
Brothers.” 
He was right, too, when he tells us 
to obey that impulse. 


3 


St. Francis of pbsatec 


in Little Known Documents 


xae MAJOR DEEDS in the life of St. Francis are well known. His figure ts 
drawn quite authentically in the popular and well loved book, the Fioretti. 
No point then, in recalling these well known testimonies. However we do 
feel that it would be helpful to gather together data from some of the little 
known sources but of unquestioned authority, which will help to add color 
and delineate more carefully the picture we already have. 
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IS WORDS 

The first testimony has reference to St. Francis the preacher, his manner 
Speaking, the charm which flowed with his words, the desire to establish 
ace between hostile parties, and his external appearance. 

We are in the main square at Bologna before the city hall. It is the Feast 
the Assumption of Mary, 1222. An immense crowd is on hand to hear 
. Francis. Thomas, archdeacon of Spatato, who was present, describes the scene: 

“In mid 1222, the feast of the Assumption of Mary into heaven, 
finding myself at Bologna at the University, I saw St. Francis who 
was preaching in the square before the city hall where almost all 
the city had gathered. 

“The first words of his discourse were: ‘Angels, men, the demons 
. .. He spoke of these three rational spirits with such competence 
and wisdom that many of the learned men present’ were filled with 
admiration for the words of this unlettered man. He spoke with none 
of that solemn tone and manner that is associated with a preacher 
but rather in the simple manner of one conversing. The outcome 
of his discourse was that warring factions were reconciled and 
pledges of peace exchanged. His clothing was shabby, his attitude 
humble. He was not particularly handsome. But the Lord gave 
such efficacy to his words that many noble factions that had been 
battling out ancient feuds with a great shedding of blood were rec- 
onciled to thoughts of peace. The reverence and devotion of the 
crowd toward St. Francis was such that the men and women crowded 
about him, struggling to touch his Tunic or snatch a bit of cloth. . .” 

HE WOLVES OF GUBBIO 

The second document speaks of a stay of St. Francis at the Benedictine 
fonastery of San Verecundo near Gubbio. These are a few lines in the 
eggenda della Passione di San Verecondo and offer in their simplicity of 
cpression and in the nonchalance and casualness of detail, historically valid 
edentials of an authenticity which is difficult to dispute. 

“In these last times a frequent visitor in the Monastery of San 
Verecundo was the blessed, poor Francis whom the pious abbot and 
the monks received with veneration. Here occurred the miracle of 
the sow giving birth to a lamb. And in the environs of the same 
monastery, the blessed Francis held a chapter of 300 of his friars, 
the needs of whom were met by the abbot and the monks in a most 
benevolent way as much as their ability allowed. They gave them, 
as a matter of fact, in abundance harley, rye and wheat bread, beans 
and other vegetables, water and cider, and something for their 
stomachs, as the Ven. Don Andrea records, who was present. 

“The blessed Francis, ill and almost consumed by the great morti- 
fication of his flesh, by this nocturnal vigils, his prayers and fastings, 
was not able to travel and, especially after having been signed with 
the wounds of the Savior, he could take but a few steps, and so it 
was necessary for him to be borne upon an ass. Now it occurred 
one evening when as night approached that, riding upon the ass 
with his shoulders covered with a rough cloak, the holy traveler 
together with an accompanying friar, was going down the streets of 
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San Verecundo, Some of the townsmen who had finished their won 
in the fields called to him and said, ‘Stay with us, Brother Franc 
and do not wish to go further. The roads are filled with ferocms 
wolves who will devour your ass and who will do you harm.’ A 
to these the blessed Francis replied, ‘I have done no harm to Brothe 
Wolf that he should want to devour Brother Ass. Be well, my so 
and fear the Lord. And so Brother Francis went on his way withou 
any harm, These things were narrated by a townsman who was theres 


Poor and unadorned words which have the perfume of the Fioretti. A 
we ought not to be disturbed by the fact that there is no written record « 
any such early chapter of friars. It confirms, if any confirmation 1s necessar’ 
the widespread knowledge of the fact of the stigmata and perhaps offers th 
primitive and authentic nucleus of that story which was to be the marvelow : 
account of the conversation of the wolf of Gubbio (Actus, Chap. 23; Fiorett 


Chap. 21) 
THE STIGMATA 


“In the crude rock between the Tiber and the Arno he recewed from Chm. 
the final seal which his members were to bear for two years.” Thus speak 
Dante (Paradiso XI, 106-108). Here is a tradition which has no need c| 
documentation. Literature and art have made the imprinting of the stigman 
on St. Francis a special chapter in their history, and the church herself, alwax 
so prudent and cautious about miracles, has not hesitated to reserve a d@ 
of her liturgical calendar (Sept. 17) to recall and celebrate the extraordinar 
event; and she prays in the post-communion: “O God, who in divers wam 
didst show forth in our blessed Father Francis, they confessor, the wonderf 
mysteries of the Cross, grant us, we beseech thee, ever to follow the examp# 
of his devotion and to be fortified by constant meditation on that same Cross.s 
As is known, St. Francis wished to guard jealously from all except his faiths 
ful Brother Leo, of whose care he had need, the signs of his wonders. Onhi 
death brought an end to this reserve, and at the death of the saint, Brothe} 
Elias, then Minister General of the Order, gave immediate notice to the friany 
Spread over the earth, by a letter which is as well known to scholars as it :A 


“Indeed, there was never a man in whom there appeared suc 
signs, except in the Son of God. Not long before his death, our littl 
Brother and Father appeared crucified, counting in his body thi 
five wounds which are the stigmata of Christ. His hands and feed 
were, as it were, transfixed by nails which passed through from oni 
side to the other, and the scars and the black color looked iki! 
nails; his side was as though pierced by a lance and often thers 
flowed blood from it. In order that the spirit might shine forth i 
his body, there was no beauty in him, his countenance was humble 
no member had been exempted from severe mortification, and thi 
contracting nerves rendered the members rigid, as they are wa 
to be in a cadaver. But, once dead, his figure appeared most beautifu 
radiating a marvelous light so that all who regarded him were fille 
with joy; and the members, at first, became inexplainably soft, eac’ 


one returning to its natural position, as in a tender babe. Bless, 0: 
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brothers, then the King of Heaven, and adore Him, because he has 

shown forth his mercy.” 
These words from an eye witness, and from a man who showed in his life 
at he was not much moved by emotion. 
T. ALVERNA, a Franciscan Sinai as it is called in inscriptions still to 
é found. 
- the lives of St. Francis record that it was given to the Saint by Count 
rlando of Chiusi in Casentino, the evening of a jesrval day, at the fortress 
f Monte Feltro. But the donation made “viva voce” evidently did not have 
urtdical value; Count Orlando in his testament imposed upon his sons 
he duty of completing the juridical act thus certainly removing all possibility 
f a future contest. 
Fortunately, the original of this document of donation, dated July 9, 1274, 
- still available. We will translate some excerpts, modifying a bit the legal 
mguage. The reader can gather from it the importance of certain passages 
hich support with documentary evidence the unquestionable veracity of the 
neient traditions, and carry with them the fresh breeze of the presence of 
rancis on the mountain of La Verna. Present at the drawing up of the 
ocument, which was stipulated to be done in the palace of Count Orlando 
i the fortress of Chutsi, are the priests: Giles, rector of the Church of Frameg- 
iano; John, of the Church of Compo Combio Catozzi di Chitignano; Signor 
ruido di Don Ratneri di Fugaria, and his son Bernardino; the four sons of 
‘ount Orlando: Orlando, the first born, with his brothers, Cungio, Bandino, 
nd Gugliemo. These... . 

“.. . affirm that Senor Orlando, County of Chiusi, Knight of 
the liner their father, on May 8, 1213, gave viva voce and freely 
conceded without any restrictive clatuees to Brother Francis, to his 
companions, and to the friars present and future, the mountain 
of Verna that Francis and his friars may dwell on this same mountain. 
By the term ‘Monta Verna’ is meant all of the wooded land, the 
rocks and ground, which is situated from the base to the summit 
of the mountain, round about on every side, without any exceptions, 
and all that is adjoined to it. And since this concession was made 
to brother Francis and to his companions only orally without any 
notary act, Senor Orlando ordered his sons at the time of his death 
to legalize this donation. These, then, the sons, approve, confirm 
and ratify by this writing what their father has so established and 
ordered: and they declare that the friars of St. Francis should dwell 
always on this mountain and no one can drive them away or molest 
them, being that this donation of the mountain with that which is 
joined to it is made in perpetuum. Moreover, by the express will of 
their father, Senor Orlando, they consign to the friars present the 
following objects: One table cloth which covered the table on which 
St. Francis ate with Count Orlando and his sons each time that 
he visited them; a wooden bowl in which the said Father Francis 
was want to dip the bread in the wine (the Latin is much more ex- 
pressive: ‘in qua dictus Pater Franciscus panem et vinum facere 
solebat’); and the leather cincture of the same Orlando, which 


(See page 26) 
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Scuenth Century of the Death of... 


Friar Thomas of Celan 


(asc IS ONE OF the more popu- 
lated centers of the province of Aquila, 
and the second most populated after 
Avezzano of Marsica. For one ap- 
proaching it along the plain of Fucino 
from Rome, or entering it by rail, 
Celano comes into view about 10 kilo- 
meters beyond Avezzano sloping up 
the side of the Serra Moutain which 
ascends sharply through green pine 
trees to its brow which protects the 
town from the north wind. At the 
highest habitable point is a medieval 
castle, one of the most beautiful and 
interesting of Italy. Its strong harmoni- 
ous profile despite the ponderous, mas- 
sive dimensions, seems to rise like a 
spire or a weathercock above the 
houses. Within the towers and the 
powerful bastions framed against the 
heavenly azure, adventurous memo- 
ries abound. From the height of the 
castle, the plain of Fucino, an im- 
mense crisscross of green, yellow and 
brown rectangles, reaches up till it 
touches the first houses of this Marsi- 
can town. 


Celano merits to be better known 
for the splendid and valued view which 
it offers of the castle, especially today, 
now that the castle is restored and pre- 
sents an architectural complexity of 
Gothic lines. But Celano is not a new 
name for anyone who has even a mod- 
est acquaintance with literature. Friar 
Thomas of Celano is a figure so well 
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known and important in the field ¢ 
medieval poetry and hagiography, tha 
his birthplace, his city, has receive: 
from him an uncommon lustre and ae 
claim. It is sufficient to recall Cant 
XI of Dante’s Paradiso, where the lif 
of St. Francis and all the biographice 
dates are drawn from the work of th! 
Celanese. 

The author of the first biography ¢ 
St. Francis, passed from this worl 
seven centuries ago. The seventh cer 
tenary will be celebrated this year, ami 
already the local committee appointe 
is making enthusiastic preparations t 
honor worthily the memory of th 
great son of Marsica. 

That Friar Thomas is well known 
due in part to his activity as a hym 
writer. To him is attributed definitel 
the authorship of the celebrated Die 
Trae, the Sequence of the Mass for th 
Dead. But the greatest work of th 
writer remains the two Vitae of th 
Saint of Assisi, which have receive 
universal recognition and have bee 
the source of all later biographical li 
erature on the Seraph. Friar Thoma 
as most historians assure us, was bor 
in Celano at the end of the tweltl 
century of a noble family. Nothing 
known of his youth, and we have r 
exact dates until his entry into th 
Franciscan Order. The first certai 
date is that of 1215 or 1216 when | 
received the habit at the Portiuncu 


FORU 


the hands of the Poverello him- 
* In 1221 he offered himself for the 
Bion to Germany, where he was 
fted successively guardian of the 
gvent of Magonza, Worms, and 
§ogne, and was named in 1223 
jar to the Minister Provincial, Cea- 
of Spire. In 1224 when St. Francis 
fon Alverna “in the rough rock 
gveen the Tiber and the Arno—re- 
red from Christ the final seal— 
ch his body was to bear for two 
rs’ (Dante), Friar Thomas re- 
ed again to Italy, a supposition 
ch is based upon the passage in 
}T reatise on the Miracles, in which 
Htells of having seen the sacred 
ata of the holy father. 


teturned to Italy, he stayed at 
si, where in 1226 he probably was 
ent at the death of Francis. In 
‘7 he received the commission from 
de Gregory IX to write the life of 
} founder of his order. On July 16 
$228 he assisted at the canonization 
monies of the Poverello which 
< place in Assisi, and of which he 
i given a marvelous description. 
ence he was at Buggio, and after- 
'ds was transferred to Tagliacozzo, 
tther town of Marsica, where he 
in 1260. The popular cult consid- 
him “blessed” and his mortal re- 
ns are preserved in the Church of 
rancis in Tagliacozzo. 


vhe series of conferences which are 
hg held in Celano to prepare pub- 
opinion for a fitting celebration of 
» centenary, has been instituted to 
ead knowledge of the rich personal- 
of this famous Franciscan. What 
ads out in bold relief is his excep- 
ial quality as an exemplary reli- 
as, a zealous apostle, and a con- 
ced interpreter and propagandist 
the Franciscan message. 

Vith regard to the exclusively his- 
cal evaluation of the works of Friar 
9mas, opinion is not universally in 
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accord, ‘hose who are, perhaps, most 
critical do not take sufficient account 
of the enormous difficulties which one 
must encounter in recording a spir- 
ituality which is simple only in appear- 
ance; in substance it is extremely com- 
plex. Those who have grasped _ this 
have recognized the Celanese to be a 
very learned historian and an excellent 
craftsman. 

His history, after the manner of 
Cicero and Tacitus, is not a skelton- 
like, cold, chronicle, pedantic and 
formless. A writer must also interpret 
the facts, gather about the personage 
his deeds and his attitudes and all 
that he has the ability to sense. In this 
sense Friar Thomas is an historian, 
and his work is a faithful, incontestable 
witness. The writer does not prescind 
from our personality and feelings so if 
a certain enthusiasm and “pathos” is 
evident in the narrative, we must real- 
ize the intense impression the marvel- 
ous events to which he was an eye wit- 
ness made upon him. 

We ought not to wonder that he is 
at times scholarly, exclamatory, imag- 
inative, solemn, rapid, and that he be- 
trays his filial admiration and venera- 
tion toward St. Francis. The biogra- 
pher is a disciple of the Poverello, and 
he wishes to be his herald, his inspired 
poet. He wishes to communicate to the 
reader something of the wonder and 
joy of him who fills his soul. In this 
sense his historical account must be 
evaluated. We believe that one cannot 
adequately honor the memory of Friar 
Thomas, in view of his historical writ- 
ings, his literary works, his Christianity, 
his Franciscanism unless he stresses 
the combined aspects of his spiritual- 
ity and his writing ability, his Francis- 
canism and his art of poetry, the man 
and the craftsman. A true picture of 
Thomas of Celano is as dependent on 
the one as on the other. 


23 


Fr. Leone Bracaloni O.F.M., 
tribute to Fr. Valentin Breton O.F.M. whic 
appeared in the July 1959 issue of Vit 
Minorum, is a lector of theology at Sa 
Damiano in Assisi. He is the author of . 
well known book on Franciscan spiritualit 
and has written much on the subject. 


Valentin M. Breton: 
Friar Extraordinary 


1 eS HAS THE HONOR of having 
provided a whole series of outstanding 
Franciscan theologians in our day: 
De Balsy, Chrysostome, Bonnefoy, 
Beaufays, Longpre—all of whom have 
contributed significantly to the devel- 
opment and consolidation particular- 
ly of Franciscan Christology. 

Among these, holding a place of 
special honor, is Father Valentin M. 
Breton who died in his eightieth year 
at Paris, July 6, 1957. Not only was 
he a distinguished theologian, a pro- 
ductive writer and indefatigable apos- 
tle; he was a man of profound seraphic 
spirituality, an “Ideal Franciscan,” 
as he was heralded in death. 

The future friar-theologian was born 
at Besancon in 1877. He was brilliant 
student, giving evidence of literary 
ability and poetic sensitivity, More than 
this, he was exemplary in his religious 
sense, a daily communicant, He had 
finesse, elegance, and an affectionate 
manner. 

Within Henri Breton—as he was 
then known—fitted with such happy 
dispositions, there was slowly maturing 
a Franciscan vocation. Finally, in 1899 
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after rejecting an excellent marrias 
opportunity he determined to enter t 
novitiate of the Friars Minor at Amie 
contary to the will of his mother ar: 
without her blessing. 

The infamous presecution of tl 
government of Combes forced him 
flee to Canada. At Quebec he pr 
fessed his vows and, having complete 
his studies, was ordained a priest 
1907. He was subsequently transferre 
to Montreal where he was most su 
cessful as a preacher and director ‘| 
souls. In 1920 he was recalled to Frane 
where, first at Amiens and than | 
Paris, his apostolate continued to gro 
in importance and success till his ha¢ 
death. | 


| Eatin our some of the notak! 
contributions of Father Breton to tlt 
knowledge and practice of Franciscz 
spirituality, we must first of all mej 
tion that his spirituality was Christ} 
centric as against a man-centered | 
God-centered (in the sense of Divi! 
Nature only) spirituality. Thus in j 
France Franciscaine which he edite! 


there appeared in 1925 his scholad 
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jicle “Christian Spirituality Reduced 
# Its Core” which is Jesus Christ. 
hers generally place the foundation 
Wphilosophy or in reasoned theology. 
jAfter this in Christ of the Francis 
firit in which he gathered together 
eviously published articles, the emi- 
t scholar presented data to the 
Wblic on the controversy over the 
janciscan doctrine of the eternal and 
Jsolute primacy of Christ which re- 
ves the whole business of life into 
conforming and transforming of 
ye self into Him. “Therefore, to sum 
, the whole of our life, each day and 
‘ch action which fills it is destined 
the praise of the Father in Christ 
sus: through Him, with Him and 
Him. Following this program of life 
fe allow Jesus to live and act in us 
ad thus there is made up in our flesh 
that makes for the fulness of his body 
hich is the Church.” 
After this book was published, which 
ent through several editions, there 
peared his valuable little work The 
fediation of Jesus Christ which in- 
estigated “the position occupied by 
esus Christ in Franciscan piety.” In 
uis work he pointed out how “Francis 
snounced himself so as to allow Christ 
» live, act and reign in him”; and 
ow we too, must do this in accord 
ith the compelling premises of sera- 
hic doctrine. 

As a later development of this book 
re learned writer published in 1938 
nother practical book The Imitation 
f Christ according to the School of 
t. Francis, pointing out the basic doc- 
‘ine, a helpful method, the character 
f Franciscan imitations, the seraphic 
yurce of the knowledge of Jesus and 
1e immediate fruits of this imitation. 


Gi 


Meanwhile in La France Francis- 
tine Breton was comparing the “two 
iritualities: Ignation and Franciscan. 
1 another book—published in 1935, 
nd again in 1948. under the title of 
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Franciscan Spirituality: Synthesis and 
Antitnests, (Franciscan Herald Press, 
1958), he explained in outline the 
philosophic-theologic position of the 
Franciscan school, together with its 
prerogatives and spiritual advantages, 
compared it with other positions, and 
pointed out the absurdities which 
would ensue if the principles of his - 
opponents were followed rigorously. 
But where the good friar revealed 
his Franciscanism most was in his work 
Poverty, a profound, up-to-date, com- 
prehensive work that portrays the 
faithful disciple of the Poverello. The 
example of poverty given by Christ 
and revived by Francis is set against 
the Old and New Testament back- 
ground and against doctrine of the 
Fathers and Christian tradition. He 
comes up with some original thought 
on poverty in relation to God, fellow- 
men, other creatures and oneself. 


F ATHER BRETON was deeply involved 
in the care and direction of Franciscan 
tertiaries. He directed also a fraternity 
of priest tertiaries. He found time te 
gather his meaty instructions into book 
form. The theme was always conformi- 
ty with Christ crucified. 

The zealous friar was no less en- 
thusiastic in championing the doctrine 
of St. Bonaventure. He composed a 
large volume entitled St. Bonaventure 
in which he presented and commented 
on the Doctor’s thought. He published 
De Triplici Via (The Threefold way) 
and De Sex alis Seraphim (Six Wings 
of the Seraph), both works of the Saint, 
with his own commentary and notes. 

To the field of Franciscan piety he 
contributed eight devotional works on 
the Way of the Cross with meditations 
based on scripture and the liturgy. 

His works in ascetical and mystical 
theology include The Ages of the Soul, 
1926; Philosophy and Contemplation, 
1929: Secret of the Wise; Peace of 
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Heart. Leaflets include “Frequent Con- 
fession,” Suggestions for an Examina- 
tion of Conscience.” He wrote tracts 
on the Blessed Trinity, Holy Commun- 
ion, The Life of Prayer, and drew up 
an excellent plan for a retreat, very 
original and effective. 

And to all of this must be added 
the many writings he contributed to 
various publications and _ periodicals 
so that finally the listing becomes fairly 
endless. But amidst it all the holy friar 
was living his doctrine, the Franciscan 
spirituality and piety that he preached 
and taught. He directed many gifted 
souls in a healthy and spiritually ef- 
fective way. Many letters remain to 
attest to this. 

Very rigid with himself, he was much 
less the disciplinarian with others, al- 
ways evidencing a great understand- 
ing and practical charity. 

His ideal was “To bring France to 
our Lord; to become holy” The motto 
which he repeated over and over 
again was: “Work hard, be humble, 
embrace suffering,’ His humble obedi- 
ence was unassailable. He could say in 
truth: “TI initiate things but I am 
most willing to be directed along the 
path of obedience .. . I think I can 
say I have never refused anything.” 

He was scrupulously faithful to com- 


munity exercises up till age enfeebh 
him, even then he made great effo) 
to conform. Though he communicat} 
to others a great enthusiasm and ev) 
romance of the apostolate, his own i 
terior disposition of soul was common 
one of aridity, darkness and deso| 
tion. He was exercised in patience az 
strength of soul when he was fore 
to undergo a very painful and dange 
ous operation as the German troo 
invaded France. And in the last yea 
of his life, worn with asthma, deform 
with arthritis and a weakened hea 
the enforced inaction was the me 
painful experience of all. 

Thus in Father Valentin we hai 
the model of the perfect Friar Min 
delineated by St. Francis (Speculu 
Perfectionis, chap. 85) : a man of pe 
fect faith, love of poverty, pure, cou 
teous, kindly of aspect and speech, 
mind raised in contemplation, ind 
trious, patient strong of heart and ha: 
and burning with charity. | 

A theme for an article was on 
suggested to him: “Is it possible try 
to live the Franciscan life in this dh 
and age?” He answered with his ow 
life. 


translated and adapt 
by XAviER CarRo.i O.F.! 


DOCUMENTS 


(Continued from page 21) 


St. Francis blessed as he girded the Count with his own hand wh 
he took the habit, revealing the marvels which were discovered 
his death. And this mountain and every other thing, the sons 
Count Orlando declare and consign to the friars in perpetum, a 


to their successors.” 


Many wish that St. Francis were still so much alive, that he be alive becat 
men continue to hate, and to hunger and thirst for love; because the wol 
of Gubbio are multiplied about the earth, and there is need that the Lé 
should command that they be tamed; because ‘souls have need not of wor 


but of a living example, 
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AIL Conscience, Harold Gardiner S. Jes 
over House, $3.95. 
Vr. Gardiner is the well known literary 
or of America since 1940, His ability 
Ja literary critic is common knowledge: 
is forthright in his appraisals and does 
dodge an issue even if it is controver- 
He can always be relied on for a 
od fight.’ Certainly he is not one to 
*t on the band wagon” and cater to 
lic opinion. The result is he has crossed 
rds, rather pens, with many able critics. 
e may not always agree with his opinion, 
one has to respect his sincerity and at 
es his boldness. Without doubt he has 
tributed much to raise the level of liter- 
criticism to an art based upon certain 
ective norms. In All Conscience is a 
ection of essays and book reviews 
it have appeared in the pages of Aimeri- 
over the years. Among the many worth- 
ile and challenging essays we would 
= to single out two particularly eloquent 
2s on Reviewer and Censors. In these 
debates with Fr. Kilian Hirsch on the 
plications of Instruction on Sensual and 
nsual-Mystic Literature issued by Rome. 
; maintains that the Instruction does not 
mstring the critic in his efforts to evalu- 
a book. “The Church believes,” he 
acludes, “that the Catholic critics can 
trusted to think together with Her while 
ng their own best judgement.” This 
lection of essays presents a good Christ- 
1 philosophy to serve as a background 
appraising contemporary literature 
ich has become so voluminous that Cath- 
c critics cannot ignore it. The book 
rits the careful perusal of every thought- 
reader. e 
e Fold, edited by Frs. Edward Hahanoe 
.. and ‘Titus Cranny S.A., Church 
ity Apostolate, $6.50. 
This book is the work of ten theologians. 
e first part deals with the Church Unity 
tave, its history, and purpose with spe- 
| emphasis on pertinent documents. This 
ystolate is the inspired work of Fr. Paul 
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Francis a former Anglican divine whose 
efforts for unity brought him and his entire 
community plus a group of Anglican nuns 
into the Church. From the very start the 
Church looked upon the movement with 
paternal favor. Her wise counsels and kind 
regard nurtured the sincere lowly beginning 
until it blossomed into a world-wide move- 
ment. The second part treats of the various 
subjects that have a bearing on the ques- 
tion of reunion with the Church, such as 
the Concept of Catholic Ecunenism, the 
Eastern Rites of the Catholic Church, the 
Anglican Mind, Judaism and Christianity 
today. In view of the projected ecumenical 
council of Pope John XXIII this is a 
timely book. e 

St. Joan of Arc’s life is one of the most 
astonishing in history. She led France to 
victory over the English, helped the 
Dauphin attain his coronation, was burned 
as a heretic and finally canonized by the 
Church. She was loved and hated but 
always she followed “her voices” without 
question, even at the cost of her life. 
There is drama, conflict and pathos in her 
life and John Beevers has captured all of 
it. The book reads exceptionally well as the 
stirring incidents are vividly recalled. With 
all the colorful portrayal the author re- 
mains objective. He is very careful to be 
historically accurate. 

Away to East Africa, Albert Nevins, Dodd, 

Mead and Co., $3.00. 

This is an oversize book attractively 
done. It covers everything about East 
Africa, the climate, history, tribes, religions, 
cities, geography, work, education, health, 
clothing, recreation, wild life. In short, 
it is an excellent and comprehensive in- 
troduction to the land, the customs and 
the people. Within the 96 pages there are 
more than one hundred illustrations. The 
actual text is brief and pointed. A lot 
of information has been packed into this 
thin volume. e 
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St. Pius X and the Portiuncula. Fifty years 
ago, when the Franciscan Order celebrated 
the seventh centenary of its founding in 
April 1909, a singular privilege was given 
the little chapel which St. Francis so loved. 
The Supreme Pontiff, Pius X, in an 
apostolic letter “Omnipotens ac Misericors 


Dominus,” officially conferred the title of 
“Head and Mother of the Order of Friars 
Minor” on the little chapel of the Portiun- 
cula and raised the large church enclos- 
ing the tiny chapel to the dignity of a 
Patriarchal Basilica and Papal Chapel. He 
also confirmed the numerous privileges 
that had been granted to the chapel dur- 
ing the course of centuries. 

This year marks the fiftieth anniversary 
of this event and occasioned an article by 
Fr. Stanislaus Majarelli O.F.M. in the 
Franciscan cultural review Frate Fran- 
cesco tracing the history of the chapel of 
the Portiuncula from the time St. Francis 
restored it from its broken down condition 
on the outskirts of Assisi, to the present 
day. 

In the 16th century the number of 
pilgrims who gathered for the feast of the 
Portiuncula was so great that the friars 
decided to build a grand church to en- 
close both the chapel of the Portiuficula 
and the chapel of the ‘“Transitus’” where 
St. Francis died on October 3, 1226. The 
undertaking received the blessing of St. 
Pius V, a Dominican pope who had a 
Franciscan as his confessor. Construction 
began under the direction of Gian Galeazzo 
Alessi and was completed one hundred 
and ten years later. Two centuries later in 
1832 a terrible earthquake destroyed the 
church. Fortunately the chapel was not 
harmed. 

Reconstruction began and in 1909 the 
church was raised by Pope St. Pius X to the 
dignity of a Patriarchal Basilica, thus equal 
in dignity with the four Roman basilicas 
and the Basilica of St. Francis in Assisi 
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whch had enjoyed this privilege since 1754 
conferred on it by Benedict XIV. At tha 
same time St. Pius X also conferred other 
special privileges on the chapels regard: 
ing the offering of the votive Mass “ox 
Our Lady of the Angels daily. And td 
avoid any uncertainty about the “‘toties 
quoties” plenary indulgence granted td 
anyone visiting and praying in the chape 
of the Portiuncula, Benedict XV by tha 
apostolic brief ‘‘Constat Apprime,” Apric 
6, 1921, confirmed and solemnly declaree 
that the fathful on any day of the yeas 
may obtain a plenary indulgence as ofter 
as they visit the chapel of the Portiunculs 
and pray devoutly with’ a contrite heartt 
repentant of their sins. To commemoratw’ 
this event the friars erected a monumentai 
facade on the chapel which was completee 
in 1930. 

The memory of St. Pius X is now ima 
mortalized at the Portiuncula with th: 
dedication of a chapel in his name. Therein 
the noble figure of the Saint, the wort 
of the painter Giorgio Scarpati, smiles hin 
blessing upon the pilgrims who enter t 
memorialize the events which linked hin 
name to this sacred sanctuary forever. 
—L’Osservatore Romano, Sept. 2, 195% 

t 

ao : | 
Tertiaries Celebrate: St. Francis Fraternit! 
of Our Lady of Mt. Carmel Church 
Orange, N. J., combined the celebration 
of the 750th anniversary of the verbal af 
proval of the Rule of St. Francis by Ir: 
nocent III and the Feast of St. Franci 
on October 3 with the celebration of ‘ii 
Divine Liturgy (Holy Mass) in the Ukrair} 
ian Rite at which 500 tertiaries attendec 
with 250 receiving Holy Communion undé 
both species. The tertiaries and the Capu 
chin Fathers received from the Holy Fathd 
the Apostolic Blessing for the occasion. | 
dinner was served after the Mass, attende; 
by most Rev. James A. McNulty, Bisho} 
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Paterson and Most Rev. Martin W. 
on, Auxiliary Bishop of Newark. @ 


Wifical Documents Received by St. Fran- 
@"Osservatore Romano, Sept. 24, 1959, 
wed the three bulls which St. Francis 
ved from Honorius III (1216-1227) 
which have come down to us. The 
two form part of the archives of San 
cesco in Assisi and these are kept in 
Gpublic library of Assisi. 
§ The first of the bulls, dated September 
$1220, was directed to “Beloved sons, 
Gr Francis and the other Priors and 
dtodes of the Friars Minor.” In_ it 
Miorius approves a year of novitiate for 
Be desiring to join the order. After 
Yession, so the bull reads, no one must 
= to abandon the order. The friars are 
/ to wander about beyond the control 
Mbedience; penalties are imposed upon 
/ sgressors, 
vhe second bull is dated March 31, 
12. It contains the granting of a priv- 
= and is directed ‘““To the Beloved Sons, 
Sr Francis and the other friars of the 
ler of Friars Minor.” The privilege of 
Mass and preforming the 
tr liturgical offices in the churches of 
order during a general interdict was 
ted under certain conditions. 
‘he third bull is much more known since 
Franciscans consider it the “magna 
rta” of the foundation of the order and 
“form of life’ of the Friars Minor. 
it Honorius II conformed the third rule 
t. Francis on the 29th of November 
3. The bull is kept in the sacristy of 
basilica of San Francesco in a reliquary. 
can be seen by most visitors. 
Tradition has it that St. Francis car- 
1 the document on his person constantly 
| its worn condition is explained by the 
it’s practice of frequently showing it to 
friars, to the faithful and to eccle- 
tical authorities. 
[he chancery script is ornate only in the 
t line. The name of the pope is written 
large letters. At the bottom, near the 
|, the seal (the “bulla”’) is affixed with 
ord of red and yellow braided silk. 


holic ‘Humane’ Society: We are used to 
ng the name of St. Francis of Assisi 
ciated with almost every conceivable 
1 of society and association that has to 
with animals. Most of these societies 
fess a great love for animals and some 
hem are pretty sloppy about manifest- 
that affection too. They treat the 
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animals as persons instead of treating them 
as God-created creatures. It is interesting 
to note, then, that a group of Catholics 
in this country, just a year ago, founded 
the National Catholic Society for Animal 
Welfare in Washington, D.C.; Msgr. LeRoy 
E. McWilliams was elected first president. 
Said Pope Pius XII; ‘All unnecessary 
harshness and callous cruelty toward them 
(animals) is condemned. Such conduct 
moreover is baneful to a healthy human 
sentiment and only tends to bruitalize it.” 
Commenting on this, The Advocate, dioce- 
san paper of Paterson, N. J. remarked: 
“We think that in particular the parents 
of young children will find in the work 
of ‘this new society some guidance in 
helping their boys and girls to respect and 
to enjoy humanely the animal creation 
destined for our use. We cannot help 
wondering if some contemporary instances 
of brutality in warfare and in the dispo- 
sition of condemned prisoners in countries 
where the abuse of animals is proverbial 
may not be a harvest on the human level 
of an evil sown on the animal plane. It 
is the more distressing to reflect that these 
cultures are Catholic—and we hardly know 
where to put the quotation marks.’ Ad- 
dress of the new society is 734 Fifteenth 
Street, N. W., Washington 5, D.C. e 


St. Joseph Benedict Cottolengo’s Sisters: 
The 12 religious ‘‘families’” who look after 
the 14,000 persons cared for at the Little 
House of Divine Providence in Turin, Italy, 
have been united into one congregation 
by the Sacred Congregation of Religious. 
The new congregation will number 6,700 
members and will be known as the Sisters 
of St. Joseph Benedict Cottolengo after 
the Italian tertiary-priest-saint who founded 
the “Little House” (Picolla Casa) 130 
years ago. The “Little House” which St. 
Joseph Benedict founded has grown into 
an immense institution, fattened by the 
orphans of the two wars of our century. 
The saint himself founded these families, 
now united into one congregation, for 
definite duties in the Piccola Casa— 
praying, cooking, washing, mending, etc. 
The sisters have two other foundations in 
Nice, France and at Locarno, Switzerland. 
St. Joseph Benedict, along with St. Joseph 
Benedict, along with St. Joseph Cafasso 
and St. John Bosco, makes up the trium- 
virate of tertiary priests from the Turin 
district, each one exerting a definite in- 
fluence on the other. These saints of char- 
ity and zeal are object lessons in how a 
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movement enthusiastically sponsored in one 
generation goes on and on and will find 
the proper response in the generations that 
follow to carry it on to another generation. 
Charity never falls away. . 
Franciscan Dies in Red Jail Fr. Francis 
Chang, 44, the superior of the Franciscan 
Fathers in the Huran province died in a 
communist prison in Hengyang in June 
1959 according to word received in Hong 
Kong. Father Chang was graduated from 
Fu Jen Catholic university in Peking before 
entering the Franciscan Order. ° 
Franciscan Hero: A young Franciscan from 
Bosnia risked his life when the Sarajevo- 
Zagreb express train on which he was 
riding crased into a deep ravine in the 
Bosnia mountains. Many were killed or 
severely injured. The Franciscan admin- 
istered the sacraments to the wounded and 
dying, thus risking imprisonment up to 
five years for violating the law forbidding 
priests to perform any religious function 
outside a church. ‘Everybody seems to 
have lost his head,” said a Trieste report, 
“but the young Franciscan’s composure in 
the catastrophe was admirable’ The father 
of two children, severly injured, ap- 
proached the Franciscan and asked him 
to baptise the children. The man, a Com- 
munist Party member, explained that he 
was born a Catholic, but had never brought 
his children to the church. In the debris 
of a railway coach the two children were 
baptised, and two women passengers 
offered to act as sponsors. e 
The Church in Japan Few events in Church 
history have struck the imagination of 
Christians so vividly all over the world 
as the glorious death of the Twenty-Six 
Martyrs of Japan in the year 1597; among 
them were priests, brothers, and laymen, 
Franciscans, Jesuits and members of the 
Third Order of St. Francis; catechists, 
doctors, simple artisans and servants; old 
men and innocent children; all united in 
common unshakable faith and a burning 
love for Jesus and his Church. The martyrs 
were beatified almost immediately and can- 
onized in 1862. Twenty years after their 
execution there was hardly a trace of mis- 
sionary endeavor: all Christian activity was 
absolutely forbidden. All outward sign of 
the Christian religion was wiped out. 

Two and a half centuries later, March 
17, 1865, a group of Japanese women ap- 
proached a young French missionary after 
his Mass and timidly asked him three mon- 
entous questions: Was he married? Did 
he venerate Mary, the Mother of God? 
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Was he subject to the pope in Rome}! 
Astonishing questions from total stranger 
but still greater was the missionary’s as 
tonishment when these women informe 


\ 


him that in the neighborhood of Nagasaki 
there dwelt thousands of Christians whd 
had preserved the faith of their ancesto; 


in absolute secrecy. 


A new era has come for the Churc 
in Japan. The blood of martyrs is trul 
the seed of Christianity. The church i 
Japan owes much of its present progres 
to the survival of the faith amongst ‘thi 
Christians at Nagasaki. This is easily seer 
ecclesiastical divisions of Japan, nearly ona 
when we consider that among the fifteexe 
third of the Catholics are living in thi 
diocese of Nagasaki. 3 ‘ 
Conventions The Province of St. Joseph 
(Capuchin) held its Seventh Provinciai 
Convention in Milwaukee October 22-2 
with the theme “Call to Action.” At thi 
Provincial elections during the course 0 
the Congress Mr. Fred «Kowalasky wa 
elected Minister Provincial Prefect—th 
first such Prefect, to our knowledge, folf 
lowing the publication of the Third Orde 
Constitutions. The Province of St. Barbar. 
(O.F.M.) held its Provincial Conventior 
in Phoenix, Arizona November 6-8 with 
study days both before and after the com 
eress for the officers and directors. " 
New St. Francis Movie Some weeks agy 
William H. Mooring announced that Plats 
Skouras, son of Spyros Skouras of 20tl 
Century Fox, was planning a_ new fili 
of the life of St. Francis which would bi 
made in Italy. Mr. Mooring recently ani 
nounced that the script for this new movi" 
is being written by Eugene Vale whos 
The Thirteenth Apostle was recently pub 
lished by Scribners. Vale is a non-Catholi! 
of Swiss origin who is now an American 
He wishes to describe St. Francis as on) 
whose singular power, spiritual virility ane 
great humor can be brought to the screet 
with meaningful impact. The 43-year ole 
author has already won two Academ| 
nominations an d a Screen Writers’ Guile 
nomination. We are hopeful that his scrip 
will be one that will be an instrument 
bringing everyman to Christ oa 
Everyman’s Saint. : 
Archbishop Vagnozzi Affiliated to O.F.M 
The Most Rev. Egidio Vagnozzi, Apostoli 
Delegate to the United States, was solemnl 
affiliated to the Franciscan Order of Friar 
Minor at St. Francis Church, Teutopolis 
Illinois on the feast of St. Francis, Octobe 
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959. With the presentation of the docu- 
nt of affiliation from the General Curia 
fRome, the Very Rev. Pius Barth O.F.M., 
nister Provincial of Sacred Heart Prov- 
ez presented the archbishop with the 
anciscan habit and breviary, thus making 
archbishop an adopted son of the 
anciscan Order. 
Archbishop Vagnozzi is the fourth pre- 
e in America to enjoy such affiliation. 
e distinction was granted previously to 
hard Cardinal Cushing, Boston; Fran- 
Cardinal Spellman, New York; and 
Zhop James L. Connolly, Fall River. 
1In virtue of such affiliation these prelates 
y wear, when they wish, the habit of 
friars; they may enter and live in 
fe papal cloister of any Franciscan friary 
the world; and they have the privilege 
I celebrating the special Masses approved 
the Holy See for the Seraphic Order 
d of reciting the Franciscan breviary. 
ne Apostolic Delegate told Father Pius 
rth on November 10 that he now recites 
2 Franciscan breviary daily. . 
anciscans in Buenos Aires Father Andrew 
olen O.F.M., refugee from communist- 
minated Poland, left the U.S. recently 
Argentina where he founded a mission 
Polish DPs in Buenos Aires in 1953. 
ther Smolen has worked wtih the As- 
imption Province since his escape from 
and in 1946. Sent to Buenos Aires by 
"= Minister General, Father Smolen re- 
irned to the U.S. in 1955 to collect funds 
his mission. With the help of two 
ther refugee priests, he built a chapel and 
rish house in the heart of the Polish 
ition of Buenos Aires. His big work is 
f administer to the spiritual needs of the 
‘grants and to help them adjust them- 
‘ves to their newly adopted country. °¢ 
fwyer-Tertiary The Sunday pages of the 
fmpa Tribune (Sept. 20, 1959) carried 
?full page spread of bachelor tertiary 
yer Joseph F. Miyares. Though he calls 
‘mself just a “poor old bachelor,’ the 
ticle says that folks who “know Joe 
‘iyares think he is the richest man in 
ampa.” Rich in spirit, humor, intellect, 
umility. And those who know him are 
msiderable in number. There are the 
ters of St. Joseph’s Hospital where he 
ts all his meals. There are the lawyers 
ho belong to the Bar Association of 
ampa and Hillsborough County of which 
> is secretary. And there are the hundreds 
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of thousands of men, women and children 
he has entertained at his famous home, 
Villa Del Rio.” After reciting, rather 
profusely, the many virtues of Mr. Miyares, 
the article made the statement: “Now he 
is a member of the Third Order of St. 
Francis, a layman’s order.”’ There are many 
such men in our ranks. The problem is 
how to find them. Or perhaps that is the 
secret of their success in leading others by - 
good example that they have remained 
hidden and away from the spot light. 


Christmas Carols by Brother Juniper O.F.M. 
20 of the world’s most, popular Christmas 
Carols on a 331/3 long play record. 
Brother Juniper’s solo voice is heard to the 
organ accompaniment of Prof. Kalman 
Antos in the recording which was made at 
Manhattanville College Pius X Music hall 
in New York. $3.98 plus 25c postage. 
Write to Portiuncula in the Pines Retreat, 
Box 218, Dewitt, Michigan. ° 
Belgrade 1456: an oratorio in two LP rec 
ords produced by RCA for the Hungarian 
Franciscan Fathers is a great work of art 
showing the victory of Christianity over 
the Turks. The victory over the Turks was 
achieved under the leadership of St. John 
Capistran and tertiary John Hunyadi— 
and the prayers of the noon Angelus which 
Pope Callistus III asked the faithful to 
pray for the Christian armies. The Oratorio 
was composed for the 500th anniversary of 
the great event at Belgrade and sings out 
in a universal language the victory of 
Christianity over paganism, again in con- 
flict today as it was a half millenium ago. 

Author of the Oratorio is Fr, Aloysius 
Gregory Tamas, a young Franciscan priest 
in Budapest. He was a pupil of the world- 
famous Zoltan Kidaly. The Oratorio was 
performed in a large church in Budapest, 
October 22, 1957, the evening before the 
uprising of the Hungarians against the 
Communists. Though the words are in 
Hungarian an English libretto is available 
with the records, and a summary of the 
record is also given on the slip covers. 
“Budapest 1456” is a classical treat and 
makes a fine Christmas gift. $7.95 for the 
two 12” LP records together with libretto 
in Hungarian and English. Order from: 
Franciscan Fathers, P.O. Box 218, DeWitt, 
Michigan. ° 
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WHAT MANNER OF MAN 


(Continued from page 15) 


You may feel that you are not the 
leader type, and hence necessarily must 
sit out the apostolic action of life, But 
you are very wrong. In this regard 
there was something very pertinent in 
a recent issue of the Christopher 
Notes: “Whatever your work or re- 
sponsibilities, you have some ability as 
a leader right now. You show it in 
running your home, taking part in 
church or school activities, managing 
a farm, working as a nurse or brick- 
layer, conductng a business and in 
countless ways. Widen your horizons 
beyond your ‘little world’ into the ‘big 
world.’ ‘Take an interest in the great 
spheres of influence that are shaping 
the trends of the ‘whole world.’ If you 
cannot step into these fields yourself, 
encourage others with high ideals and 
ability to replace those leaders who are 
indifference, confused, corrupt, or 
downright evil.” 


Long ago Pope Pius XII warned | 
against any spirit of pessimism, 1 
fant stated that this was merely ) 
excuse to those who seek to disper 
themselves from any action. “To wa 
then, beloved children! Jesus tells v 
so through the mouth of his Vic 
however unworthy. Join forces, a 
Bring aid to the world.” Pope Pius X 
surely did not mince words when 1 
gave his directive to you and all ter 
aries. He said that “the world has ne 
of the Franciscan spirit, of the Fra 
cisan vision of life. It is your duty, ] 
loved children, to know it thorough 
to love it, with enthusiasm, and abe 
all to live it with the perfection th 
your state of life allows.” 

“To know it thoroughly, to love 
with enthusiasm, and above all to I! 
t.” These are some weightly directié 
that have been placed on your she! 
ders. How do you measure up? : 
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‘| CALENDAR OF PLENARY 
INDULGENCES 


| JANUARY 


Circumcision. G.A. & P.I. 


© Bi. Bernard of Corleone C. 1 Or. 
mB. Odoric C. 1 Or. (Gaps) 


Spiiyacintha V. 3 Or. 


§ Bi. Louise Albertoni W. 3 Or—(Fran. 


| THE MARROW 
\OF THE GOSPEL 


slated and adapted from the German 


tompletely new approach to an under- 
inding of the rule of life given by St. 
hncis of Assisi to his followers. The 
bk has five parts, with five distinct ap- 
haches to understanding the rule: his- 
ical, in the light of current papal dec- 
ations, the rule in the light of the words 
1 writings of St. Francis, an evaluation 
the import of a medieval text on today’s 
iety, and a scholarly summary by emi- 
ht Franciscan scholar Cajetan Esser 
FM. Selected bibliography and topical 
Jex make the book still more valuable. 


6 pages; price, $5.00 
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@Pbituaries 


Sie. Alicia 
(Oldenburg), 


(Milwaukee 81), 


Albers 
Protasia Engelmeyer 
Se, 


(Hartwell), Sr. Victorina Brommenschenkel 


Anna Selle and Sr. 
Sin 


Ermelindis Sperlich 


(Joliet), Mother Dominica Wieneke (Du- 
buque), Sr. Oderica Rowan and Sr. Leonard 


Lange (Little Falls). 


Altoona: Mary Martin—Chicago: Anna 
Welch, 


George Kelly, Marie LaVelle, Margaret Mc- 


Donovan, Mary Bohrn, Anna 
Carty, Rose Stitch—Cincinnati: Anna Ste- 
man—Cleveland: Emily Matousek, Theresa 
Pizutti, Mary Cerba, Elizabeth Limbaugh, 
Anna Geiger, Lillian Bies—Detroit: Mad- 


eline Gamble, Maud Ouellette, Ethel Kief- 


fer, Mathilda Baumgart, Helen Loeffler, 
Ellen Diegel — Houston: Mabel Kenny, 


Clare Marie Derr—Humphrey: Albert Roll- 
man, John Much — Los Angeles: Jen- 
Louisville: Rose C. Church, 


Elizabeth Fultz — Mil- 


fen erhecca) 
Adelaide Schulten, 
waukee: John Kiesz, Martha Matthieu— 
Paterson: Bertha Beck, William Roughley 
—New York: Anna Gilbert, Catherine Set- 
zer—Pittsburgh: Elizabeth Mudler, Marie 
Praxmaier, Theresa Thiry, Marie Zoth, Rey. 
Raymond Lucas—St. Louis: Mary Cain, 
Helen Owens, Michael Manley Sr., Frances 
Mack—-Waterloo: Joseph Fasselman. 

CLOGGED SEWERS 


CLEANED INSTANTLY 
SAVES PLUMBING BILLS 


tubs, Sinks, Urinals, Sewers 
we with Grease, Rags, & 
a When struck by the hammer-like 
fea Worth many times the Cost in Plumbing 

Bills, Tear ad out and write address be- 
fee Side it for FREE BOOKLET, or phone Kildare 
fe 1702. Miller Sewer Rod, Dept. LA | 

= 4642 N. Central Ave., Chicago 30, Ill. 
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Outstanding Gift Books” 


THE CHANGING HEART 

By Chrysostom Dukker O.F.M. ‘Translated by 
Bruce Malina O.F.M. The life of St. Francis is 
related to the central theme of ‘‘Penance’’—the 
changing heart from ‘“me-centeredness to Thee- 
centeredness.” $3.00 


THE FRANCISCANS 
By Alexander Masseron. Revised by Marion 
Habig O.F.M. A popular history of the Fran- 
ciscan Order by a noted author and revised 
by Father Habig. The first full report on all 
branches of English-speaking Franciscans: 
priests, brothers, sisters of all branches. $5.00 


THE ART OF PRAYER 

By Martial Lekeux O.F.M. ‘Translated by Paul J. 
Oligny O.F.M. “The style is so simple that it 
can be understood by the most unlearned, and 
that at the risk of appearing to be somewhat 
puerile. I have,’ says the author, “sacrificed art 
for utility in the hope that the book will bear 
more fruit.” $3.75 


THE VOICE OF YOUR FATHER 
By Martin Wolter O.F.M. One-page thumb-nail 
meditations for each day of the year based on 
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the sayings and writings of St. Francis. 
pocket edition which can be used by © 
brothers and sisters and_ tertiaries. 


For your special attention 


FRANCISCAN BOOK OF SAINTS 
By Marion A. Habig O.F.M. “Not only w 
while spiritual reading in general, but a4 
able guide to Franciscan hagiography in 
ticular.’—The Critic. 1,007 pages, a 
for each day, with three-point meditation) 
liturgical prayer, illustrated by Kelly Fre¢ 
5 
DeLuxe $i 


APOSTLE OF TWO WORLDS | 
By Romain Legare O.F.M. Translated by Ri 
Brown. The first full length life of good 

Janssoone O.F.M. of Ganada and the Holy 


NOTHING FOR YOUR JOURNEY 
By Efrem Bettoni. A general synthesis of 
ciscan thought based on the works of St. 
venture and Bl. John Duns Scotus. 


*Christmas, or the Year Roun 
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